
 

 

October 2014 

Class News 
Please feel free to contact me at any time with 

questions or concerns: 
victoria.brinkley@dpsnc.net 

What we are studying 
In literacy this month our class will be 

finishing up our unit study on the 1800’s 
Westward Expansion.  During this unit 
students learned about pioneers, the Oregon 
Trail, log cabins, sod houses (soddies), Lewis 
and Clark’s expedition, the gold rush, boom 
towns and ghost towns, the transcontinental 
railroad, and orphan trains.  We are ending 
our unit this month by making miniature 
covered wagons, complete with necessary 
(and unnecessary) supplies and writing 
Westward Expansion A-Z books in groups.  
Students brainstormed many ideas that fit 
into our alpha-boxes and even ran out of 
room for some letters!  

Important October 
dates: 

10/7 Eat at Elmo’s Day 

10/8 Picture Day 

10/10 Blue Day 

10/11 Fall Festival               
(12-3pm) 

10/13 Field trip 

10/15 Early Release 
(1:30pm) 

10/18 Landscape Day       
(10-2pm) 

10/27 No School 
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We are ending our 
unit on rounding and 
beginning our 
geometry unit.  
Students will be 
learning about 
polygons, focusing on 
quadrilaterals.  They 
will also be learning 
about different types 
of lines (segments, 
rays, parallel and 
perpendicular), angles 
(acute, right, and 
obtuse), and various 
quadrilaterals 
(rhombus, 
parallelogram, square, 
rectangle, kite, 
trapezoid, and 
trapezium).   

 This month in 
science we will be 
finishing our long-
term project on 

2

observing plants in 
various conditions.  
We have pansy plants 
that are getting no, 
some, or a lot of 
water.  Half also get 
sunlight while the 
other half are in total 
darkness.  We have 
been really surprised 
at the changes so far 
and have been make 
predictions 
(hypotheses) about 
how they will look by 
the end of the month.     

We will also be 
studying about the 
three types of soil.  
We will be doing 
some virtual lab 
experiments online to 
see what happens 
when we change the 
conditions for plants.   
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 If you have not 
sent back your child’s 
progress report or 
field trip permission 
slip, please get those 
back to me as soon as 
possible. If you need a 
new sheet, please let 
me know that as well.  
Be on the lookout for 
a report card 
conference sign up 
sheet.  Those will be 
going home in the 
next week or so and 
can be over the phone 
or in person, 
depending on your 
schedule.   

Have a great month! 

Ms. Brinkley 


